
Purpose
This is a high-level guide to the ACORD Life & Annuity (L&A) XML Transactions. Several key aspects of L&A XML messages are 
highlighted: the transaction structure, the focus of a message, top-level objects, and the Relation object.

Benefits
- Standardized Data Exchange
- Agreement on Common Structures:

- Vocabulary (Life Data Dictionary)
- Structure (Life Object Model)
- Support Unique Requirements in Standard Way
- Eliminate Custom Data Feeds

- Model-Driven Architecture:
- Provides Common Architecture to All Messages
- Encourages Reusable Components
- Results in Reusable Code and Development

Relating Top-Level Objects

Members may refer to Help File Section 4.24, How to Use 
the Relation Object, for more information. 

TXLife from 30,000 feet

TXLife Concepts
1. The work performed by the business message is defined by 

the TransType property. For example, 103 is New Business 
Submission.

2. TransRefGUID links requests with their responses.
3. The focus of the message is specified via @PrimaryObjectID 

or DistinguishedObject. Members may refer to Help File 
Section 4.25, Establishing the Focus of a Message, for 
more information. 

4. The same model applies to all messages, both requests and 
responses. OLifE contains business data. XTbML is for 
tabular data.

Additional Information
A Top-Level Object is an optional, repeating aggregate that is a direct child of the <OLifE> element. These objects are considered to be the main 
semantic business concepts in the L&A Insurance model.

Top-Level Objects:
- May be related using the <Relation> aggregate. 
- Are the only aggregates that may be established as the focus of a message. 
- SHOULD include an id attribute. Any Top-Level objects included in a message should be referenced in some way to provide context for their 

inclusion so they should always have an id attribute. For some, this is required in the schema. 
- While Relation is a direct child of OLifE and it repeats, it is not considered a top-level object.

Members may refer to Help File Section 4.30, How to Identify Top-Level Objects, for more information.

Questions for ACORD staff can be directed to the ACORD Service Desk or to standards@acord.org.  
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You may not copy, reproduce, distribute, publish, display, perform, modify, create derivative works, transmit, or in any way exploit any content in this document, nor may you distribute any part of this content over any 
network, including a local area network, sell or offer it for sale, or use such content to construct any kind of database.
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